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City closer to MLS 
team as board OKs 
league expansion 


BY TONY BIZJAK 
tbizjak@sacbee.com 


BEVERLY HILLS 

Sacramento took a major step 
toward landing a Major League 
Soccer team Thursday as offi- 
cials voted to expand the league 
from 27 to 30 teams and enter 
into formal discussions with the 


capital city’s proposed owner- 
ship group. 

Speaking to the media after a 
league Board of Governor’s 
meeting in The Beverly Hilton 
hotel, league Commissioner 
Don Garber said the league has 
decided to expand. Garber said 
Sacramento and St. Louis are 
the only two cities the league 
will engage in formal expansion 


discussions, and both will have 
to show the league they have 
the stadium plans, fan base, 
economic strength and corpo- 
rate support. 

“The decision to grant these 
teams has not been made,” he 
said. But he added it is the 
league’s intention to have teams 
in those two cities competing in 
the league 2021 or 2022 if the 
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MLS Commissioner Don Garber 
speaks at a news conference in 

Beverly Hills on Thursday about 
expanding to a 30-team league. 


negotiations bear fruit. 
Sacramento Republic FC said 
in a statement after the MLS 
announcement it was ready to 
finalize a process that’s been 
more than five years in the 


ALEX GALLARDO AP 


making. 

“Everyone is through the 
moon, but certain we are not 
done,” Republic FC President 
Ben Gumpert said. “There are 
more discussions to have. We’re 
ready to take the next steps.” 

MLS typically announces it is 
in discussions with an owner- 
ship group just prior to formally 
awarding an expansion fran- 
chise. 

Sacramento representatives 
said they had hoped for, but not 
expected, word coming out of 
the Los Angeles board of gover- 
nors meeting. 

“This is great news,” Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg said. “We are 
now on the precipice of becom- 
ing the next MLS city. I’d like to 
once again thank (Sacramento 
FC owner) Ron Burkle and his 
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Many incidents examined | 
for possible obstruction 


Conflicts within White | 
House detailed in report 


AG Barr delivers a strong 
defense of president 


Mueller reveals Trump’s effort 
to thwart Russia inquiry 
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TOM BRENNER NYT 


Flanked by a Justice Department aide and Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, right, Attorney General William Barr on Thursday 
defends President Donald Trump and takes it upon himself to clear him of obstruction of justice. 


Reasoning for decisions 
comes through in report 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

After a sweeping, 23-month 
investigation, special counsel 
Robert Mueller found there was 
insufficient evidence to es- 
tablish that President Donald 
Trump or his associates en- 
gaged in a criminal conspiracy 
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with Russia to disrupt the 2016 
election. 

Investigators identified nu- 
merous contacts between cam- 
paign advisers and Russians 
affiliated with the government 
during the campaign and after 
the election. But the special 
counsel did not establish that 
the contacts added up to an 
illegal conspiracy. 


Classified 
Comics 
Drive 


The redacted report released 
Thursday detailed Trump’s 
efforts to thwart the investiga- 
tion, and the Mueller team 
debated whether the episodes 
amounted to criminal obstruc- 
tion of justice. The report said 
that, by virtue of his position as 
president, he had the authority 
to carry out several of the acts 
in question - including firing 
James Comey as FBI director. 

Here are excerpts from the 
report that shed light some of 
the key issues, together with 
analysis from staff writers at 
The New York Times. 
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e If there’s no collusion and 
no obstruction, why so many 
lies? 

Vol. Il, Page 77: The President 
and White House aides initially 
advanced a pretextual reason to 
the press and the public for 
Comey’s termination ... The 
initial reliance on a pretextual 
justification could support an 
inference that the President had 
concerns about providing the real 
reason for the firing, although 
the evidence does not resolve 
whether those concerns were 
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BY MARK MAZZETTI 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Robert Mueller revealed the 
scope of a historic Russian cam- 
paign to sabotage the 2016 
presidential election in a much- 
anticipated report made public 
Thursday, and he detailed a 
frantic months-long effort by 
President Donald Trump to 
thwart a federal investigation 
that imperiled his presidency 
from the start. 

Mueller, the special counsel, 
laid out how his team of prose- 
cutors wrestled with whether 
Trump’s actions added up to a 
criminal obstruction-of-justice 
offense. They ultimately chose 
not to charge Trump, citing 
numerous legal and factual 
constraints, but pointedly de- 
clined to exonerate him and 
suggested it might be the role of 
Congress to settle the matter. 

The report laid bare that 
Trump was elected with the 
help of a foreign power, and it 
cataloged numerous meetings 
between Trump’s advisers and 
Russians seeking to influence 
the campaign and the presi- 
dential transition team - en- 
counters set up in pursuit of 
business deals, policy initiatives 
and political dirt about Hillary 
Clinton, the Democratic candi- 
date for president. 

The special counsel conclud- 
ed there was “insufficient evi- 
dence” to determine that the 
president or his aides engaged 
in a criminal conspiracy with 
the Russians, even though the 
Trump campaign welcomed the 
Kremlin sabotage effort and 
“expected it would benefit elec- 
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The Mueller report is out, but Devin Nunes’ 
calls for investigations just starting. NA 
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